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School Counselors - What do we do?

What DO YOU BELIEVE is the 
role of a School Counselor?



Counseling Services

Areas of Focus

Apply academic achievement
strategies
Manage emotions and apply
interpersonal skills
Plan for postsecondary options 

(higher education, military, work force)

Academic Planning & Goal Setting

Short-Term Counseling
Referrals for Long-Term Support
Collaboration with
families/teachers/administrators
Student Advocacy
Data Analysis

 (Identify student issues, needs and
challenges)



What’s in a brand name?



Personal Branding Concept
What is a Personal Brand?

According to teaching veteran and
education blogger Jenn Liu, 

“Your personal brand says who you are – 

it’s what you are known for, 

what people think about you, 

and what you have to offer” (Liu, n.d.)

Reflection:
How can you differentiate yourself?
What matters most to you?

Liu, J. (n.d.). Why Teachers Must Help Students with Personal Branding. Engaging to Empower.
https://engagingtoempower.com/2021/10/03/help-students-with-personal-branding/



Grading Periods

Semester Courses
Q1 + Q2 + Midterm = Semester 1 grade (.5)

Q3 + Q4 + Final = Semester 2 grade (.5)
Semester 1 grade (.5) + Semester 2 grade (.5) = 1 credit 

EOC Courses
Q1 + Q2 + Q3 + Q4 + EOC (test) = 1 credit 

What happens if you miss too many days of school
and fail your EOC or midterm? 



Understanding Credits

A credit is a
unit to measure
the completion

of a subject.

EOC = 1 credit
Semester classes = .5

The weight of the
credit is called

Grade Scale, it is
determined by

course type 

Regular 4.0
Honors 4.5
AP/DE 5.0

How many credits will you earn during 9th grade?



Credits by Grade Level

9th Grade

Algebra 1 (EOC)
Env. Sci
English 1

4 Electives

10th Grade

Geometry (EOC)
Biology (EOC)

English 2 
World History
 3 Electives

11th Grade

Math
Science
English 3

U.S. History (EOC)
3 Electives

12th Grade

Math
Science (optional)

English 4
Economics / Gov.

3-5 Electives

7 credits 7 credits 7 credits 5-7 credits

Elective Requirements
1 Fine Art/Practical Art Credit
HOPE (unless waived through athletics, NJROTC, or Band)
.5 Personal Finance Literacy (Pending FLDOE Directive)

24
Credits Minimum

*Some students may advance in core
classes in middle school, which
changes the year in which the some
credits are earned in high school. 



Graduation Requirements - Let’s talk credits

Check FOCUS for
accuracy, progress,

and planning.

What does GPA stand for?

What GPA do you need to
graduate with a diploma?



Why might testing be important
to your school counselor?

Other Testing/Assessments
Civics Literacy Exam

Taken during senior year
(economics)

Testing

End of Course
Exams

State
Assessments

Grade 10 ELA
Algebra 1 EOC

Students must
score a level 3

or higher.

Algebra 1 EOC
Geometry EOC

Biology EOC
US History EOC

Participation
Required.



Attendance Matters

Florida Law (Section 1003.21, Florida Statutes)
Children must attend school regularly during the entire school term.
Florida law defines "habitual truant" as a student who has 15 or more

unexcused absences within 90 calendar days.

Florida law (Section 1003.436, Florida Statute)
Defines a full credit as a minimum 135 hours of bona fide instruction in a

designated course of study.

Failure to attend school can also lead to a suspended driver’s license,
court, and court fees.

What does this mean?



Getting Involved

Gain experience  |  Build your resume  |  Make friends & have fun
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